FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

Vanguardia Espanola (May 3ist, 1939), referring to the loyalist ele-
ments in the Phalangist ranks. The press frequently writes of the
"Sixth Column" of the Reds, which cannot be "touched" but can
be "sensed." And the radio announcer ends the evening's
programme with a salute to the fallen which begins with the
words, "Spaniards beware! Peace is not a comfortable and
cowardly refuge! . . ." and ends with a declaration of war on
"the enemy without and within."

Franco and his Ministers would never walk in the streets, as
we used to, without protection or escort. (I remember in this
connection an amusing faux pas on the part of the Republican
police during my term of office as Foreign Minister. I had arrived
in Madrid in General Miaja's aeroplane, and had asked him to
keep my arrival secret until the following day. I wanted to experi-
ence again the pleasure of wandering at will in the streets of
Madrid. During the afternoon I was recognized in various places,
and the Police Headquarters sent out agents to look for me. They
finally tracked me to a cinema where documentary films of the war
were being shown. The inspector was both relieved and puzzled.
He telephoned to his superior officer to tell him that I had been
found, but that I was with a "blonde" and he did not dare to
intrude. "Then keep discreet watch and don't lose sight of him"
were his chief's instructions. Later on the police discovered that
the Foreign Minister's adventure did not call for the exercise of any
great discretion. The mysterious "blonde" was Madame del Vayo.)

To be surprised by the police in a cinema like any ordinary
citizen is not a risk to which the leaders of liberated Spain are
exposed. The Daily Telegraph of June 6th, 1939, gives the fol-
lowing interesting details in this connection:

"Rigorous precautions are taken to safeguard Serrano Sufier.
At the Ministry of thfe Interior in Burgos, if two acquaintances
pause to chat on the stairs or in a corridor, they are immediately
approached by guards and asked to move on. Senor Suner does
not alight from his car in the street. Instead the car is driven over
the pavement and into the rather confined hall of the Ministry,
where there is just room for it, jammed against the stairs* On
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